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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method of providing a simulated off condition in a computing device, said 
method comprising: 

receiving a signal to power off the computing device; 
notifying system components of a low power request; and 

reducing power consumption of said system components to a low power state such 
that said computing device appears to be off, wherein said system components remain 
enabled to run applications when the computing device is in the simulated off condition. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

determining if running applications require full processing when the computing 
device receives said signal to power off; and 

providing a notification that applications will be canceled if the computing device is 
turned off. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising receiving an input to override the signal 
to power down the computing device. 

4. The method of claim 1, said notifying system components of a low power request 
further comprising sending a request to software drivers that control power management 
features of said system components to place said system components into the low power 
state. 

5. The method of claim 1, said reducing power consumption of said system 
components further comprising: 

instructing processors within said system to clock-down to a lowest state; 
discontinuing a display signal to turn off a monitor; 
reducing a power supply output; 
turning off cooling fans; and 

indicating that the computing device is in the simulated off condition. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

monitoring for applications that require said system components to utilize more power 
than said low power state; and 
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bringing predetermined ones of said system components out of said lower power state 
to process the applications that require more power. 

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising returning the computing device to said 
simulated off condition after the applications that require said system components to utilize 
more power have completed. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the computing device is in an ACPI SO state when 
the computing device is in said simulated off condition, and 

wherein the computing device enters an ACPI S3 state after a predetermined period of 

time. 

9. A computing device having a simulated off state, comprising: 
a central processing unit; 

a graphics processing unit; 
a hard disk drive; 
random access memory; and 
a power supply, 

wherein when said computing device is powered down, the computing device is 
placed into the simulated off state by placing the system components into a low power state 
such that the computing device appears to be off, and 

wherein the computing device remains enabled to run applications when in the 
simulated off state. 

10. The computing device of claim 9, wherein the computing device determines if 
running applications require full processing when the computing device is powered down, 
and 

wherein the computing device provides a notification that applications will be 
canceled. 

1 1 . The computing device of claim 1 0, further comprising receiving an input to 
override the signal to power down the computing device. 
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12. The computing device of claim 11, wherein the computing device sends a request 
to software drivers that control power management features of said system components to 
place said system components into the low power state. 

13. The computing device of claim 9, wherein the computing device instructs 
processors within said system to clock-down to a lowest state, discontinues a display signal to 
turn off a monitor, mutes system audio, pauses media playback, locks input devices, reduces a 
power supply output, turns off cooling fans, and indicates that the computing device is in the 
simulated off condition. 

14. The computing device of claim 9, wherein the computing device monitors for 
applications that require said system components to utilize more power than said low power 
state, and wherein predetermined ones of said system components are taken out of said lower 
power state to process the applications that require more power. 

15. The computing device of claim 14, wherein the computing device is returned to 
said simulated off state after the applications that require said system components to utilize 
more power have completed. 

16. The computing device of claim 8, wherein the computing device is in an ACPI SO 
state when the computing device is in said simulated off state, and 

wherein the computing device enters an ACPI S3 state after a predetermined period of 

time. 

17. A method of producing a simulated off condition in a computing device when the 
computing device is in an ACPI SO state, the method comprising: 

receiving a signal to power off the computing device; 
notifying system components of a low power request; and 

reducing power consumption of said system components via software using ACPI 
methods to a low power state such that said computing device appears to be off, wherein said 
system components remain enabled to run applications when the computing device is in the 
simulated off condition. 
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18. The method of claim 17, said reducing power consumption of said system 
components further comprising: 

instructing processors within said system to clock-down to a lowest state; 

discontinuing a display signal to turn off a monitor; 

muting system audio 

pausing media playback 

reducing a power supply output; 

turning off cooling fans; and 

indicating that the computing device is in the simulated off condition. 

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising: 

monitoring for applications that require said system components to utilize more power 
than said low power state; and 

bringing predetermined ones of said system components out of said lower power state 
to process the applications that require more power. 

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising returning the computing device to 
said simulated off condition after the applications that require said system components to 
utilize more power have completed. 
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